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(5) Reviewing medical, educational, 
or other records. 

(c) Procedures for assessment of the 
child and family. (1) An assessment of 
each infant or toddler with a disability 
must be conducted by qualified per-
sonnel in order to identify the child’s 
unique strengths and needs and the 
early intervention services appropriate 
to meet those needs. The assessment of 
the child must include the following— 

(i) A review of the results of the eval-
uation conducted under paragraph (b) 
of this section; 

(ii) Personal observations of the 
child; and 

(iii) The identification of the child’s 
needs in each of the developmental 
areas in § 303.21(a)(1). 

(2) A family-directed assessment 
must be conducted by qualified per-
sonnel in order to identify the family’s 
resources, priorities, and concerns and 
the supports and services necessary to 
enhance the family’s capacity to meet 
the developmental needs of the fam-
ily’s infant or toddler with a disability. 
The family-directed assessment must— 

(i) Be voluntary on the part of each 
family member participating in the as-
sessment; 

(ii) Be based on information obtained 
through an assessment tool and also 
through an interview with those family 
members who elect to participate in 
the assessment; and 

(iii) Include the family’s description 
of its resources, priorities, and con-
cerns related to enhancing the child’s 
development. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(3), 1435(a)(5), 
1436(a)(1)–(2)) 

§ 303.322 Determination that a child is 
not eligible. 

If, based on the evaluation conducted 
under § 303.321, the lead agency deter-
mines that a child is not eligible under 
this part, the lead agency must provide 
the parent with prior written notice re-
quired in § 303.421, and include in the 
notice information about the parent’s 
right to dispute the eligibility deter-
mination through dispute resolution 
mechanisms under § 303.430, such as re-
questing a due process hearing or medi-
ation or filing a State complaint. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1439(a)(6)) 

INDIVIDUALIZED FAMILY SERVICE PLAN 
(IFSP) 

§ 303.340 Individualized family service 
plan—general. 

For each infant or toddler with a dis-
ability, the lead agency must ensure 
the development, review, and imple-
mentation of an individualized family 
service plan or IFSP developed by a 
multidisciplinary team, which includes 
the parent, that— 

(a) Is consistent with the definition 
of that term in § 303.20; and 

(b) Meets the requirements in 
§§ 303.342 through 303.346 of this sub-
part. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(4), 1436) 

§ 303.341 [Reserved] 

§ 303.342 Procedures for IFSP develop-
ment, review, and evaluation. 

(a) Meeting to develop initial IFSP— 
timelines. For a child referred to the 
part C program and determined to be 
eligible under this part as an infant or 
toddler with a disability, a meeting to 
develop the initial IFSP must be con-
ducted within the 45-day time period 
described in § 303.310. 

(b) Periodic review. (1) A review of the 
IFSP for a child and the child’s family 
must be conducted every six months, 
or more frequently if conditions war-
rant, or if the family requests such a 
review. The purpose of the periodic re-
view is to determine— 

(i) The degree to which progress to-
ward achieving the results or outcomes 
identified in the IFSP is being made; 
and 

(ii) Whether modification or revision 
of the results, outcomes, or early inter-
vention services identified in the IFSP 
is necessary. 

(2) The review may be carried out by 
a meeting or by another means that is 
acceptable to the parents and other 
participants. 

(c) Annual meeting to evaluate the 
IFSP. A meeting must be conducted on 
at least an annual basis to evaluate 
and revise, as appropriate, the IFSP for 
a child and the child’s family. The re-
sults of any current evaluations and 
other information available from the 
assessments of the child and family 
conducted under § 303.321 must be used 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:02 Jul 23, 2013 Jkt 229137 PO 00000 Frm 00209 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\229137.XXX 229137rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



200 

34 CFR Ch. III (7–1–13 Edition) § 303.343 

in determining the early intervention 
services that are needed and will be 
provided. 

(d) Accessibility and convenience of 
meetings. (1) IFSP meetings must be 
conducted— 

(i) In settings and at times that are 
convenient for the family; and 

(ii) In the native language of the 
family or other mode of communica-
tion used by the family, unless it is 
clearly not feasible to do so. 

(2) Meeting arrangements must be 
made with, and written notice provided 
to, the family and other participants 
early enough before the meeting date 
to ensure that they will be able to at-
tend. 

(e) Parental consent. The contents of 
the IFSP must be fully explained to 
the parents and informed written con-
sent, as described in § 303.7, must be ob-
tained, as required in § 303.420(a)(3), 
prior to the provision of early interven-
tion services described in the IFSP. 
Each early intervention service must 
be provided as soon as possible after 
the parent provides consent for that 
service, as required in § 303.344(f)(1). 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(4), 1436) 

§ 303.343 IFSP Team meeting and peri-
odic review. 

(a) Initial and annual IFSP Team meet-
ing. (1) Each initial meeting and each 
annual IFSP Team meeting to evaluate 
the IFSP must include the following 
participants: 

(i) The parent or parents of the child. 
(ii) Other family members, as re-

quested by the parent, if feasible to do 
so. 

(iii) An advocate or person outside of 
the family, if the parent requests that 
the person participate. 

(iv) The service coordinator des-
ignated by the public agency to be re-
sponsible for implementing the IFSP. 

(v) A person or persons directly in-
volved in conducting the evaluations 
and assessments in § 303.321. 

(vi) As appropriate, persons who will 
be providing early intervention serv-
ices under this part to the child or fam-
ily. 

(2) If a person listed in paragraph 
(a)(1)(v) of this section is unable to at-
tend a meeting, arrangements must be 
made for the person’s involvement 

through other means, including one of 
the following: 

(i) Participating in a telephone con-
ference call. 

(ii) Having a knowledgeable author-
ized representative attend the meeting. 

(iii) Making pertinent records avail-
able at the meeting. 

(b) Periodic review. Each periodic re-
view under § 303.342(b) must provide for 
the participation of persons in para-
graphs (a)(1)(i) through (a)(1)(iv) of this 
section. If conditions warrant, provi-
sions must be made for the participa-
tion of other representatives identified 
in paragraph (a) of this section. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(4), 1436) 

§ 303.344 Content of an IFSP. 
(a) Information about the child’s status. 

The IFSP must include a statement of 
the infant or toddler with a disability’s 
present levels of physical development 
(including vision, hearing, and health 
status), cognitive development, com-
munication development, social or 
emotional development, and adaptive 
development based on the information 
from that child’s evaluation and as-
sessments conducted under § 303.321. 

(b) Family information. With the con-
currence of the family, the IFSP must 
include a statement of the family’s re-
sources, priorities, and concerns re-
lated to enhancing the development of 
the child as identified through the as-
sessment of the family under 
§ 303.321(c)(2). 

(c) Results or outcomes. The IFSP 
must include a statement of the meas-
urable results or measurable outcomes 
expected to be achieved for the child 
(including pre-literacy and language 
skills, as developmentally appropriate 
for the child) and family, and the cri-
teria, procedures, and timelines used to 
determine— 

(1) The degree to which progress to-
ward achieving the results or outcomes 
identified in the IFSP is being made; 
and 

(2) Whether modifications or revi-
sions of the expected results or out-
comes, or early intervention services 
identified in the IFSP are necessary. 

(d) Early intervention services. (1) The 
IFSP must include a statement of the 
specific early intervention services, 
based on peer-reviewed research (to the 
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